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St Malo Start Wrap Up

First penalty and shifty winds, but they're off.
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St Malo, France -- 3 Jul 2001 18:43 GMT  Light winds, calm seas and clear skies
made for a picture perfect start today for the start of the EDS Atlantic
Challenge off St Malo today.

After a brief delay when two boats, La Rage de Vivre and FILA, were late to
the starting line, the boats got underway with Sill Plein Fruit taking an early
lead from the weather side of the course. The fleet was split with ECOVER,
Kingfisher and Gartmore off closest to land, perhaps looking for some land
effect breezes, and the others keeping to the weather side of the course.

At the first weather mark, Sill made it round the mark three and a half minutes
before ECOVER; Gartmore and Kingfisher followed. Not far behind, the
women on AlphaGraphics followed ahead of FILA, with La Rage de Vivre in
the middle of the fleet.

After rounding the mark, the fleet spread out, with Sill maintaining her lead.
The wind remained out of the east and the boats peeled their spinnakers with
a few minor glitches. Sill, ECOVER and AlphaGraphics all had problems
releasing the chutes, with the sock hanging up at the mast. Sill sent a
crewmember aloft to sort it out with some success. The problem caused
AlphaGraphics to lose ground, with FILA overtaking her. La Rage de Vivre --
after a reasonable start and rounding -- fell far back, possibly with some gear
problems.

It was evident that the girls on AlphaGraphics, although performing well, lack
the teamwork to be truly competitive, although by the end of this race, this
assessment will almost certainly have changed.

At the western mark -- with a scenic backdrop of dark, stormy clouds, cliffs
and ancient castles -- the wind disappeared and Sill drifted up to the mark,
sails flapping as the tide changed. Behind her, ECOVER and Gartmore drifted
in.

And then it happened. ECOVER, with no way on, was pushed into the mark,
and it took several minutes before she got herself off. Gartmore, seeing
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ECOVER's predicament, gave her a wide berth and slipped by. Out at the
current line, Sill picked up some wind and took off, with ECOVER and
Gartmore trying to catch up. Once out in the wind field, ECOVER did her first,
and hopefully her last, 720-degree penalty turn.

Back at the mark, FILA tacked to make it, battling the current that had caused
havoc with the first three boats. After her came Kingfisher, then the women
close on her transom. La Rage de Vivre was still a long way back as the
foremost boats turned east and headed for Cuxhaven.

Susan Colby susancolby@yahoo.com

©2001 Challenge Business - About - Terms of use - Privacy Back to top

INTERNET ARCHIVE

(Uauackmaennt

Enter Web Address: [/ All Take Me Back Adv. Search

Path Index Error.

Sorry, we can't find the archived version of this page. The URL has been archived but not indexed.
Try another request or click here to search for all pages on edsatlanticchallenge.com/en/
latest_tickers.asp

See the FAQs for more info and help, or contact us.

Home | Help

Internet Archive | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/ Susan. SIREN/Desktop/arti cl es/st%20mal 0%20start.htm (2 of 2)2/5/2006 9:28:19 AM


mailto:susancolby@yahoo.com
http://web.archive.org/web/20030308063933/http://www.edsatlanticchallenge.com/en/about.asp
http://web.archive.org/web/20030308063933/http://www.edsatlanticchallenge.com/en/terms.asp
http://web.archive.org/web/20030308063933/http://www.edsatlanticchallenge.com/en/privacy.asp
http://web.archive.org/web/20030308063933/http://www.edsatlanticchallenge.com/en/#page_top
http://web.archive.org/
http://web.archive.org/collections/web/advanced.html
http://web.archive.org/web/*/edsatlanticchallenge.com/*
http://web.archive.org/web/*/edsatlanticchallenge.com/*
http://www.archive.org/about/faqs.php#The_Wayback_Machine
mailto:wayback@archive.org
http://web.archive.org/
http://www.archive.org/about/faqs.php#The_Wayback_Machine
http://www.archive.org/
http://www.archive.org/about/terms.php
http://www.archive.org/about/terms.php#privacy

	Local Disk
	EDS Atlantic Challenge


	MIHOJAIPGIEFEMNLOMFJKEKAIHJPFCJG: 
	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: web
	f2: http://
	f3: [All]

	f4: Take Me Back
	f5: 




